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Schizophrenia: a consequence of gene-environment

interactions?
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GxE interactions appear to be complex and sensitive to a num-
ber of subtle variables, but do exist and justify the need for future
research in this area (Van Os et al., 2010). Animal researchers
should focus on models with significant relevance to schizophre-
nia such as cannabis abuse, maternal immunization, or early
life stress and consider a number of genetic candidates for GxE
interactions. Importantly, some of the articles of this topic sug-
gest that valid GXE animal models will be very sensitive to the
laboratory environment, which demands a high level of trans-
parency and standardization of test conditions as well as thor-
ough consideration of housing conditions across research sites.
Furthermore, it should be mentioned that there are discussions
about the appropriate statistical modeling of GxE interactions,
which influence both animal and human research (Zammit et al.,
2010).
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