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6. Conclusions and implications: bringing social and critical accounting to life

When thinking about an appropriate title for this paper, we were wary about including the idea that social and critical
accounting could be made “real”, given the possible contentiousness of this notion (perhaps implying particular ontological
and epistemological positions about the nature of reality and understanding of knowledge – which we have not directly
addressed in this paper). However, by saying “real”, we are adopting a practical sense rather than a philosophical one, seeking
to draw attention to the desirability of building the connections between accounting education and the lived experience of
students. This is an aspiration that we see at the core of Chabrak and Craig’s endeavour, and it characterises our own approach
to accounting education. Graham’s (2013) analysis suggests that this form of “connection-making” can help “decentre the
economics-based perspective” (p. 6) that dominates conventional accounting education and assist students to be “informed,
critical readers” (p. 2, emphasis added) of accounting narratives. At its core, this approach recognises the embeddedness of
accounting in the social world (Carmona, 2013), but it may require us to turn “conventional asocial accounting on its head”
to overcome “the enforced separation of accounting from the everyday lives and struggles of people” (Lehman, 2013: 21,
16).
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