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Conclusion
As indicated above, this area of research is still in its infancy, but these contributions
add to theoretical frameworks, methodologies and empirical applications, and
demonstrate that visual aspects are not lightweight but heavyweight ingredients of
accounting and accountability. The birth of this AAAJ special issue coincided with the
Imag[in]ing business EIASM initiative at Oxford Saı̈d Business School (2008), the
Building Capacity in Visual Methods programme (ESRC, 2006-2009) and the First
International Visual Methods Conference at Leeds University, together with the
foundation of the inVisio research network (ESRC, 2008-2009). These initiatives have
all assisted in bringing together in fruitful cross-fertilization a number of academics
often previously working in isolation, unaware of the extent and richness of the
germinating interest in this important but often difficult inter-disciplinary area. We
believe that this special issue is therefore timely, and hope that it will inspire others to
follow suit by researching in this fascinating domain, and imag[in]ing accounting and
accountability.
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