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This interesting study is opening new avenues for the
stratification of colorectal cancer as high- or low-expressing
HER3 samples during cancer progression, according to the
tumor–node–metastasis clinical staging and histologic clas-

sification. I t w ould b e o f i nterest t o a nalyze t he HER3 
biomarker dosage in correlation with the genetic and 
molecular backgrounds of these HER3 samples in familial 
and sporadic colorectal cancer, that is, genetically unstable 
sporadic colorectal cancer linked to chromosomal insta-
bility and LOH and microsatellite instability-driven 
tumors, nonpolyposis forms of hereditary colon cancer 
and familial adenomatous polyposis tumors, and fre-
quent mutations and oncogenic signal activations (e.g., 
Ki-Ras, B-Raf, PTEN, and TGF-b). Such findings would 
help elucidate the genetic, epigenetic, and molecular 
determinants of HER3-positive and -negative tumors, as 
described by Beji and colleagues (1). 
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