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Assessment of the progress towards the establishment of definitions of

Nearly Zero Energy Buildings (nZEBs) in European Member States
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6. Conclusions

According to the recast of the EU Directive on Energy Perfor-
mance of Buildings (EPBD), by the end of 2020 all new buildings
should be Nearly Zero Energy Buildings (nZEBs). As a consequence,
the attention given to nZEBs increased consistently over the last
decade. It is widely recognized that ZEBs have a great potential to
decrease energy consumption and to increase at the same time the
use of renewables, alleviating energy resources depletion and
environmental deterioration.

Progress, however slow, may be seen in many MS compared to
the very first attempts of establishing nZEBs definitions. Such
progress has been facilitated by greater guidance provided to EU
countries in setting consistent nZEBs requirements.

The reduction of energy demand through energy efficient
measures and the utilization of RES to supply the remaining
demand appear agreed points towards the implementation of
nZEBs definitions in Europe.
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