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Rural Education: Examining Capacity Challenges that

Influence Educator Effectiveness
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Conclusion

There are varying definitions of what constitutes a “rural school.” Although 72 percent of the country’s land is occupied by
communities that the U.S. Census Bureau recognizes as “rural,” the populations living in these communities do not necessarily share
similar socioeconomic and demographic profiles, or academic achievement levels (Center for the Study of Small/Rural Schools

[CSSRS], 2014; Smarick, 2014).

Consolidating diverse communities into one group may neglect important differences in the challenges and successes experienced
within each community (Smarick, 2013). This diversity may also make it difficult to design and implement policies that address
all the challenges teachers and administrators face in rural schools. However, these differences should not dissuade efforts to better
understand and improve upon rural education practices.
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