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Conclusions

This study emphasizes the importance of alkaliniza-
tion in the treatment of hyperkalemic calves with con-
current strong ion (metabolic) acidosis. This can be
readily achieved by rapid infusions of hypertonic
8.4% sodium bicarbonate solutions in volumes of 250
or 500 mL which is recommended to be followed by
the administration of iso- or slightly hypertonic crys-
talloid solutions in order to correct concomitant dehy-
dration and enhance the renal elimination of
potassium ions.
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