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A Review of the Strengths and Weaknesses of Archival, Behavioral,
and Qualitative Research Methods: Recognizing the

Potential Benefits of Triangulation
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CONCLUSION

This paper presents an overview of the limitations of relying on research that exclusively uses
archival, behavioral, or qualitative research methods. Triangulation of studies that have used
differing research methods will help researchers overcome the limitations of reliance on a
single method and achieve a deeper understanding of accounting phenomena. In particular,
recognizing the oft-neglected value of behavioral and qualitative research would be beneficial
to the academic accounting community, particularly as such methods may help compensate
for some of the inherent weaknesses in archival research methods.
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