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Weapons of Mass Destruction
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Reliance on Nuclear Disarmament

Article VI of the NPT calls for nuclear and general disarmament
but, despite the unanimous 1996 advisory opinion of the Inter-
national Court of Justice that a ‘good faith effort’ was required,
little progress has been made.

A Model Nuclear Weapons Convention (MNWC) has been
drafted and sent to the United Nations, but there has been little
progress.

The Role of Public Health

The role of public health in contributing to the control of
WMD is extremely important. The World Health Assembly
declared in 1981 that “the role of health workers in promoting
and preserving peace is a significant factor for achieving health
for all” (World Health Assembly, 1985). But this call to health
workers to play a role in promoting and preserving peace is
meaningless unless combined with specific actions to control
the proliferation and prevent the use of WMD.
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