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Conclusions

Our findings indicate, through experimental manipulation, that conversations about the mind help
in the transition toward a more accurate use of (rather than simply a propensity to use) ToM skills, as
measured by the accuracy of mental-state attributions index. In showing this, the current study pro-
vides critical insights into the mechanisms of later ToM development and, we hope, will open a new
wave of research aimed at revealing the nuances and details of changes in sociocognitive understand-
ing through the school years.
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