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Discussion

In India, most children are exposed to a varicella
infection during early childhood [8]. Past clinical
or subclinical infections demonstrated by a raised
antibody level in the serum, provides protection
from future chicken pox infections during periods of
immunosuppression [8]. Treating a varicella infec-
tion and its complications in pediatric patients with
leukemia and those undergoing BMT is a standard
practice based on the recommended guidelines [9].
In regard to chicken pox in adult solid tumor malig-
nancies, there are many questions that remain
unanswered.

We report on 24 patients with chicken pox infec-
tions during active chemotherapy. The majority of
the patients were adult patients with solid tumor
malignancies and our results give some insight into
this disease and its impact on the treatment of
cancer. Our results also highlight many important
aspects of chicken pox infections in solid tumor
malignancies, which is scarce in the literature.
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