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Conclusions

PP is a fundamental component of public environmental policies and management prac-

tices. Even so, it is losing momentum in a period of global economic crisis and due to the 
difficulties i n i mplementing e ffective e fficient pa rticipatory po licies. Wh ile participation 
remains a necessity to manage complex socio-ecological systems, it is also necessary to 
rethink it. This research tried to do so, inquiring into a participatory process from an 
organizational perspective, and in particular from the point of view of the underlying SL 
dynamics. Moving from the definition of organization, the research proposes identification 
of the participatory arena as semi-organization, that is an evolving open system, where 
engaged actors interact. But, the shared mission is not a premise. Rather it is a goal of the 
process. 
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