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Low Cost Flats Outdoor Space as Children Social Environment
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3. Methodology

The paper reports part of a larger observational research on the social life in Malaysian low cost flats.
It explores the relationship between the different configurations of common low cost flats configurations
and children use of the outdoor spaces. For that purpose, systematic behavioral observation was applied to
three selected sites utilizing behavioral checklist. Age, ethnicity and gender of the observed participants
and their behaviors are recorded and mapped by two observers around predetermined routes. Reliability
test (158 predetermined events) was done with 88.5% agreement on the behavior observed and 94.9%
agreement on the event activity type’s categorization. 22 observations were conducted in each site
covering every hour from 8 am to 6 pm on both weekends and weekdays. Each observation lasts 30-40
minutes and is distributed into 8 to 10 minutes in each block. Descriptive analysis is presented to paint the
portrait of the children outdoor social life in the housing area.
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