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CONCLUDING REMARKS

Civic networking is in its infancy and it remains to be seen if the political
and regulatory context will permit networkers to realize their aims of
rejuvenating political citizenship. In this last section I draw attention to three
crucial keys to the future of civic networking. The first is access. Without
universal access, civic networks will remain illegitimate and peripheral in the
political process. Second is movivation. Civic networks are often designed
with simplistic and often unfounded assumptions about why individuals
participate in politics, which may result in design flaws and white elephant
networks being set up. Thirdly, even if access can be generalized, and

barriers to participation removed, civic networks’ notion of local
communities as potential spheres of political interdependence and
participation needs to be reviewed for a globalizing world.
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