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Sustainable Forest Management in the Tropics:

Is Everything in Order but the Patient Still Dying?
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CONCLUSION

So, despite improved treatment, is the patient still
dying? The answer is, perhaps, “No, but it issurely
suffering and will continue to do so until we work
out how to moderate our demands.” We must learn

to adapt our management to the emerging new
modified ecosystems we created and not only focus
on so-called “natural” or near pristine systems. We
should envision sustainable forest management as
a co-evolutionary process among the changing
forest, the changing market, and anindustry moving
toward higher efficiency standards over time. Our
am should be to maintain functional forest
ecosystemsthat provide acontinuousflow of goods
and services for the benefit of everybody.
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