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Antibody engineering for therapeutics
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Conclusions

The potential of engineering increasingly efficacious
therapeutic antibodies has never been brighter. As in
all forms of human endeavor, problems will arise, but,
as in the past history of antibody engineering, creativity in
generating new types of antibodies will overcome these
problems. For example, the development of smaller anti-
body formats that can more effectively penetrate solid
tumors is currently being addressed by the evaluation of
scFv, diabodies and minibodies [60°°,61,62], and the
ability to generate lower-cost antibody fragments in
bacterial systems and endow them with a reasonable half-
life has been fruitful [63,64]. With numerous clinical trials
of ‘naked’, radiolabeled bispecific and conjugated anti-
bodies underway, hopefully the next few years will see
additions to the therapeutic antibody armament already
available to patients.
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