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On a Differential Law of War: A Response
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VII CONCLUSION

If there is a normative argument against imposing CDRs requiring higher standards of
humanitarian protection on strong aggressive states, 1 cannot find it. Nor can 1 find

anv compelling justification for not requiring stronger states in general
non-aggressive—"“to  spend more money on the deployment, procurement, or
development of better mteligence and more discounnating mumitions,”™’ Indeed,
Blum seems to agree with at least the latter requirement: as she herself notes, such
CDRs are supported by all four of the rationales discussed in the essay*
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Which leads me to the closest thing I have to a genuine crincism of Blum’s
remnarkable essay: n:uncl}'. that I find it difficult to understand \\'h:.' she 15 so reluctant
to take a firm ]‘:.usitiun on the normative desirability of CDRs. After all, Blum’s own
analysis indicates that the case for at least one kind of CDR—the obligation of strong
states to mvest in more precise weaponry—is normatvely overwhelming no martter
what one’s pt:]jrics. There 15 nothing even rv.n'mml"_.' “imdeterminate” about the
humanitarian impact of that CDR. So why not embrace it?
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