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The effects of place meanings and social capital on desired

forest management outcomes: A stated preference experiment
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6.3. Conclusion

Most, if not all, state and federal forest management agencies
are mandated to produce multiple benefits from the forestlands
under their control. More frequently than not, the production of one
type of benefit comes at the expense of the production of others.
As a result, forest planners are faced with making difficult trade-
offs between alternative desired management outcomes. In making
these difficult trade-offs, forest planners often have little guidance
as to which outcomes are preferred by local community members.
Through this study, we have suggested individuals’ management
preferences can be influenced by their stocks of social capital as well
as the meanings which they ascribe to the forest. In a novel choice
experiment, we have produced a scenario where local commu-
nity members, similar to forest managers, must balance the costs
and benefits associated with the production of economic, ecologi-
cal, recreational and aesthetic management outcomes. The results
of our experiment have produced a clearer understanding of how
place meanings and individuals’ stocks of social capital affect their
appraisals of different forest management outcomes. Our findings,
ultimately, can provide forest managers with useful information to
producing socially acceptable management outcomes.
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