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Deliberation and Global Criminal Justice: Juries in

the International Criminal Court
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CONCLUSION

Introducing the jury as a reliable mechanism of international justice would entail
more than simply adapting an existing system. An international jury has a different
set of requirements and objectives, and it faces unique challenges. As we noted at the
outset, a jury may not be appropriate for all cases brought before the ICC, but under
some circumstances it could contribute significantly to the perceived legitimacy of
the Court’s decisions and its function as a legal institution. Beyond the expected
logistical challenges of distance and scale, an international jury would have to
manage linguistic and cultural differences within the court and among jurors. It
would also have to establish legitimacy for the system within a sometimes-skeptical
international legal community. These challenges, however, are not new. They are
common to the entire project of the Rome Convention from its inception. To
understand why an international jury merits more serious consideration, it is criti-

cal to balance these challenges against the potential benefits that such a system offers.
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