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Accounting academia and the threat of the

paying-off mentality
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Conclusion

My essay stresses that accounting academia is threatened by the paying-off mentality. The quest for “profitability”
impedes the development of accounting research in diverse and important ways. The institutionalization of copyright
agreements may constrain research from having a broader impact on society. Payoff concerns may reduce the attractiveness
of academic careers in the eyes of young accounting practitioners. Academia is subject to important pressures in terms of
delivering technical education, in ways which may not benefit the longer-term interests of society. Finally, important
pressures for performance are exerted on academics in order to constitute swiftly a portfolio of publications in a restricted
set of highly ranked journals. In sum, I fear that accounting academia is becoming significantly affected by a paying-off
mentality that privileges shorter-term considerations over longer-term ones.

As a matter of fact, the four topics that I discussed above can be viewed as being tightly related, and from their
interrelatedness emerges a view of the field of higher education and research in which the voice and agency of individual
actors are increasingly constrained.?
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