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Accounting and the management of power: Napoleon’s

occupation of the commune of Ferrara (1796-1799)
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10. Conclusion

This work has embraced the invitation of Sargiacomo and Gomes (2011) and Platonova (2009) to contribute to the
problematization of the role of State, which is recognized as a topical issue in modern debates (see, for example, Broadbent &
Laughlin, 2003). The analysis of primary sources directly related to the Napoleonic occupation of the Commune of Ferrara in
the late 18th century was based upon Rose and Miller’s (1992) notions of the State, drawing on Foucault’s (1982) concept of
governmentality. While identifying the nature and implications of the re-organization of the conquered territory, the study
has identified the drivers (rationalities or high political discourses, and programmes of government or operational political
discourses) and technologies of the new regime. The main contribution of the study, based on the content analysis of an
extensive set of laws, edicts and regulations enacted in the Commune of Ferrara by the government of Napoleon, showed
how an extraordinary efficient policy of centralization was greatly enhanced by identification of administrative tasks as the
means to exercise power and a homogeneous development of accounting practices within public administration. These
innovations were only invoked by numerous other European Empires later in the 19th century (Milward & Saul, 1973).
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