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Women'’s Political Participation in China: Improved or Not?
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Conclusion

Observing some aspects of women’s participation, for example, in economic
development, Chinese women seem to be leading the way towards “gender equity” in the world.
However, Chinese women’s political participation lags far behind many other countries.

Women'’s political participation has been improved to some extent, especially at middle
levels (e.g. municipal and county levels), this mainly attributable to the application of quotas of
the number of women on political positions. But there has been no substantial improvement
(even negative movement in some cases) at either the base level or the top level. There has been

a neglect of grassroots empowerment of women and also of a wide range of engagement and

participation (“grassroots participation defection”). The “glass ceiling” effect and “peak power
defection” have broadly replicated women’s under-representation at peak levels.
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