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(De)Constructing Paula Radcliffe: Exploring media
representations of elite running, pregnancy

and motherhood through cultural sport psychology
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Conclusions

In this article, we explored how an elite athlete and mother
identity of a sport celebrity athlete (i.e., Paula Radcliffe) was rep-
resented within sport media (i.e., Runner’s World magazine)
narratives and the specific meanings of these identities and the
implications. Textual analysis revealed an overarching theme which
constructed Paula’s elite athlete and mother identities: a pregnancy
and motherhood as redemption narrative. This central narrative
illustrated how the RW narratives were layered and connected,
with sub-themes feeding into the cultural construction of Paula’s
identities which emerged in one of two ways: elite athlete and
mother as one and more than an athlete, first and foremost a mother. It
is important to consider that these contrasting identities are not
wholly separate. As CSP from a cultural studies perspective allows
us to suggest, identities are complicated, multi-dimensional and
fluid, depending upon the broader narrative(s) within which they
are formed (see; McGannon et al., 2012; Smith, 2010; Smith &
Sparkes, 2009).
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