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Teaching managerial responsibilities for internal controls:

Perception gaps between accounting and management professors
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6. Conclusion

This research identifies a striking difference between the perceptions of accounting and manage-
ment professors concerning who is most responsible for establishing and maintaining internal con-
trols over financial reporting. Prior literature recognizes the need to educate future managers
concerning their roles for establishing and maintaining internal controls over financial reporting,
especially in the light of regulatory requirements implemented by SOX. Unfortunately, those respon-
sible for educating our future managers may not be aware of the perception gap that appears to exist
between management and accounting professors. This research identifies the need for more aware-
ness of and clarity in discerning the complex roles of managers and internal auditors in the academic
realm, which may improve the discernment and clarity of managers and auditors in the corporate
environment.
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