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distributed mobile sink routing for wireless sensor

networks : a survey
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VI. CONCLUSIONS AND DISCUSSIONS

In this paper, we have presented a comprehensive review
of the existing distributed mobile sink routing protocols.
The unique challenges associated with mobile sinks and the
design requirements of a mobile sink routing protocol are
discussed in detail to provide an insight into the motivations
and the inherent mechanisms. An accurate classification of
the protocols is given and the advantages and drawbacks of
the protocols are individually determined with respect to the
performance requirements.

The determined classes of protocols have different benefits
which may provide motivations for new solutions. The hier-
archical approaches exploit a virtual structure which serves
as a rendezvous region for the sink advertisement and data
packets. The wvirtual structure reduces the overhead of the
sink advertisement by confining it to a subset of the network:
however, the high-tier nodes constituting the structure are
susceptible to becoming hoispots since they are likely to carry
and process more traffic.
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