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Larval Development of Himri, Barbus luteus

(Cyprinidae: Cypriniformes) Reared in the Laboratory
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Absorption of the yolk sac, which occurred over
approximately 1 week, was slower than in other species
under natural conditions (Pendz, 2001) possibly due to
the ad libitum availability of good quality food. This raises
a question about the limits of the secondary buffering
role of yolk sac contents in nourishing yolk-feeding larvae
when an external good-quality substitute exists. In a
similar case, laboratory-raised chub exhausted the yolk
sac within 8 days, but only 30% of the initial population
of larvae could establish exogenous feeding (Calta,
2000). Depletion of the yolk sac may coincide with some
significant improvements in the respiratory system,
buoyancy ability, and swimming activity.
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