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Copyrights and copyfights: copyright law and the digital
economy
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7 Conclusions

The current copyright reform process, in Australia and in elsewhere, represents the most
recent in an ongoing process to develop rules that are appropriate to foster creativity and
innovation in the context of constant technological change. Throughout copyright’s
history, change in the modes of production and distribution of knowledge and cultural
works has necessitated a continual re-balancing of the rights allocated to authors,
producers, intermediaries, and users. In the digital economy, the key challenge is to
devise appropriate rules that simultaneously allow

1  abalance between rewards to existing owners and the ability of users to develop new
expression and enable new uses of existing expression

2 an appropriate distinction between private rights and public benefits

3 sufficient regard to the way in which information flows throughout society, generate
benefits to the community beyond conventional measures of value

4 afair distribution of the rewards of creativity and innovation.
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