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Measuring and comparing local sustainable development

through common indicators: Constraints and achievements in practice
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Conclusions

Several institutions and projects around the world, and particu-
larly in Europe, have been working on the development of stan-
dardized indicators to better evaluate and assess SD. Consensus
on common indicators has been undermined by the proliferation
of initiatives, particularly at the local level. At the European level,
this distribution of projects has been poorly evaluated in terms
of governance impacts and the different related uses and has not
been linked to official or political agreements on common
indicators.

As the only regular initiative in standardizing SD indicators for
local municipalities in Portugal, ECOXXI provided an interesting
case to study the outcomes for cities that put common local indi-
cators to practice. Despite the constraints and problems demon-
strated in the case studies, it is possible to recognize critical
merits to an initiative delivered by a “middle actor” in a country
where national and local governments play a passive role in the ef-
forts to assess and compare local SD. More than assessing, compar-
ing or benchmarking cities and towns, the valuable outcome of
ECOXXI is the sharing of guidelines, ideas and experiences on SD
policies. These key learning and networking benefits, together with
the delivery of top-down but flexible harmonized indicators and
the provision of sound procedures to collect and organize internal
information in a systematic way, have rendered these indicators as
efficient tools to be applied locally.
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