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Recent advances in offshore geotechnics for deep water oil

and gas developments
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7. Conclusions

This paper has reviewed a range of geotechnical design issues
associated with oil and gas developments in deep water. These
range from new in situ techniques to characterise seabed sedi-
ments, to shallow foundations subjected to multi-dimensional
loading, anchoring systems, pipelines and risers, and finally sub-
marine slides and their potential impact on infrastructure. Recent
developments in each of these areas are highlighted, with parti-
cular emphasis on the roles played by sophisticated centrifuge-
based physical modelling and numerical analysis adapted to
simulate large deformations.
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