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Toward a Definition of Mixed Methods Research
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Some Current Issues for Mixed Methods Research

After considering the definitions provided in this article, several issues emerged as
potentially needing additional consideration in future methodological works. Our purpose

here is briefly to introduce a few issues, not to provide extensive discussion or final solu-
tions. First, can we (i.e., researchers and methodologists situated near the middle of the
continuum in Figure 1) reach broad agreement about the stages of the research process at
which mixing can occur? Is it oftentimes more important to mix at some stages rather than
at other stages? What are the gains from mixing at the different stages?
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