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Clearcut with seed trees in red pine forests associated

with increased occupancy by Eastern Whip-poor-wills
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4. Discussion

We found that occurrence of Eastern Whip-poor-wills increased
by 3.3 times where young clearcuts were present. Others have also
found that occurrence of breeding Eastern Whip-poor-wills
increases with increasing amounts of human-created early-succes-
sional forested habitat in other regions and forest types (e.g., lob-
lolly pine forest in North Carolina, Wilson and Watts, 2008;
mixed white and pitch [Pinus rigida] pine-oak [Quercus| forest in
New Hampshire; Hunt, 2013). These results may not be surprising
considering that foraging Eastern Whip-poor-wills are suspected to
benefit from back-lit conditions created by moonlight (Mills,
1986). It is possible that insects, such as large moths and beetles,
which are preferred prey, are more easily located during sit-and-
wait foraging under these conditions (Mills, 1986). Presumably this
was also the case in this study, where canopy openings created by
clearcut with seed trees may have created superior back-lit forag-
ing conditions on moonlit nights relative to closed-canopy forests
(see also Wilson and Watts, 2008).
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