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Comparative anatomy of leaves of Kalanchoe pinnata and K. crenata in sun

and shade conditions, as a support for their identifi cation
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Conclusion

In spite of the anatomical similarities of these
species, differences were observed in the pattern of
distribution of subepidermal idioblasts, which were
isolated or grouped in K. crenata, but never formed
layers as in K. pinnata; the occurrence of idioblasts in the
epidermis only in K. crenata; and the presence of buds

only on the K. pinnata leaf margin. These differences
remained constant under different lighting conditions.
Therefore, they can aid in anatomy-level identification
of the species and consequently in quality control of K.
pinnata and K. crenata herbal medicines.
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