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Bioeconomics of even- vs. uneven-aged forestry:

the case of Norway spruce
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5 Conclusions

Haight and Monserud (1990) found that m contrast to widely-held views, both even-aged
management (with thinnings from above) and uneven-aged management are capable of yielding
almost identical volume output. This study finds that in the case of Finnish Norway spruce,
physical volume 1s maximized under even-aged management if the number of seedlings 1s above
1450. Thus result requires that even-aged management be applied with thinmings from above.
However, the picture changes in favor of uneven-aged management if the goal 1s to maximize
saw log volume. Uneven-aged management remains optimal given that the number of seedlings
remains less than 1950. The interpretation behind this result 1s the finding that under uneven-
aged management the average volume of harvested trees is almost twice as high as i even-aged
management. A similar finding was reported by Andreassen and @yen (2002).
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