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Abstract—Brushless motors are increasingly used in
different designs of in-wheel electric vehicles (EVs). In
this paper, a sensorless antilock braking system (ABS) for
brushless-motor in-wheel EVs is proposed. The proposed
solution omits the need for installation of separate conven-
tional ABS sensors at each corner of the vehicle. This paper
also shows, both theoretically and experimentally, that the
general form of a conventional ABS sensor output voltage
is identical to a brushless dc (BLDC)-motor back electromo-
tive force. The proposed sensorless system can reduce the
costs of manufacturing and maintenance of the vehicle and
significantly improves the performance of the ABS by ac-
curate wheel speed estimation and road identification using
wavelet signal processing methods. The sensorless system
was extensively tested using actual ABS hardware. Those
experiments showed that the accuracy of the proposed sen-
sorless wheel speed estimation for BLDC propulsion was
higher than that of commercial ABS sensors. In addition,
sensorless ABS for brushless propulsion was compared
with that of brushed dc motor, and the results showed that
the brushless sensorless ABS achieved better accuracy,
robustness, and reliability compared with the sensorless
ABS for brushed dc motor.

Index Terms—Antilock braking system (ABS), brush-
less motor, continuous wavelet transform (CWT), discrete
wavelet transform (DWT), electric vehicle (EV), in-wheel
technology, regenerative braking, sensorless ABS.

I. INTRODUCTION

THE antilock braking system (ABS) is a crucial safety
system in modern vehicles. The role of the ABS is to

maintain the steerability of the vehicle while trying to minimize
the vehicle stopping distance in panic braking or challenging
braking scenarios. In the last two decades, numerous attempts
have been made to improve the performance of ABSs for
conventional vehicles. As a result of using advanced control
methods, the performance of ABS for conventional frictional
brakes is close to optimal (see [1]–[6] and references therein).
On the other hand, issues related to the design of ABSs for
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electric vehicles (EVs) have recently gained attention [7], [8],
and the problem of designing ABSs for in-wheel EVs is yet to
be investigated.

In EVs that use the in-wheel design, a separate electric
machine is available at each corner of the vehicle. These in-
dependent electrical machines provide unique opportunities for
enhanced control strategies of the vehicle [9]. The availability
of an electric machine at each corner of EV provides an addi-
tional degree of freedom in the design of the vehicle braking
system as well. One approach is to use the regenerative back
electromotive force (EMF) of the electric machine to recharge
the EV batteries and produce regenerative braking torque to
improve the performance of the braking system. However, in
almost all existing EVs, it is common to disengage the regener-
ative braking torque during activation of ABSs and decelerate
the vehicle entirely by the frictional braking torque [10]. The
energy harvest during ABS activation cannot be economically
justified as the ABS is rarely activated or is activated only for a
very short time. The introduction of the additional regenerative
braking torque could complicate the ABS control strategy and
risks the safety of the vehicle. However, the regenerative back
EMF of each in-wheel motor can still be effectively exploited
to enhance the ABS of in-wheel EVs.

Recently, a sensorless ABS was introduced in [11], and
simulation results in the paper showed that the back EMF of
a brushed in-wheel EV can be used to estimate wheel speed
and identify road condition in real time. An accurate wheel
speed measurement system for sensorless ABS of a brushed in-
wheel EV was realized in [12]. A more in-depth explanation of
the above sensorless ABS was given in [13], which compared
results of sensorless wheel speed estimations with measurement
results of an actual ABS sensor. It was shown that the sensorless
ABS introduced in [11]–[13] estimates the wheel speed with
higher accuracy compared with ABS sensors and omits the
need to install separate ABS sensors at each corner of the
vehicle. The assumption underpinning this approach is that
the regenerative back EMF can be used to simplify and improve
the wheel speed measurement part of the ABS. This means that
other parts of the ABS, including its controller, remain intact
and the ABS standard or advanced control strategies that have
been fully tested for many years and are legally approved can
still be utilized.

The above sensorless ABS was solely considered for
brushed-dc-motor-driven in-wheel Evs. A brushed permanent-
magnet dc motor has a very simple dynamic: Its back-EMF
analysis is straightforward, and its efficiency and maintenance
requirement are suboptimal due to the use of brushes for com-
mutation. On the other hand, in-wheel EVs require motors with
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Fig. 1. Commercial ABS sensor (made by Repco Ltd.) used in sedan
cars.

high efficiency and low maintenance for their propulsion sys-
tem. As a result, brushless motors have gradually become the
number one choice for almost all in-wheel EVs [8], [14]–[19].
This is despite the fact that the dynamics of brushless motors is
more complicated than the brushed motors and therefore their
back-EMF outputs are significantly different. In this paper, we
investigate the feasibility of developing a sensorless ABS for
brushless-motor-driven in-wheel EVs that would significantly
reduce their maintenance and final cost and simplify their
design. We will show that the back EMF of brushless motors,
despite their complicated patterns, can be used to measure
the wheel speed with similar (or better) accuracy compared
with commercial ABS sensors and sensorless wheel speed
measurement using brushed dc motors.

The rest of this paper is organized as follows. The existing
wheel speed measurement technology for conventional ABSs
is described in Section II. The in-wheel design with brushless
motor propulsion system is explained in Section III. The pro-
posed intelligent sensorless ABS for brushless in-wheel hubs
is introduced in Section IV. The fundamentals of the wavelet
approach used for the analysis of the back-EMF signal are
outlined in Section V. In Section VI, the experimental test rig
and results of practical realization of the proposed sensorless
ABS for brushless dc (BLDC) in-wheel hubs are presented
and compared with a commercial ABS sensor and a sensorless
ABS for brushed-dc-motor-driven in-wheel hubs. Section VII
concludes this paper.

II. WHEEL SPEED MEASUREMENT IN ABS

The role of ABS sensor in ABSs is to measure the wheel
rotational speed for the ABS controller. A typical commercial
ABS sensor used in sedan cars is shown in Fig. 1. The ABS
sensor is composed of a toothed ring (ABS ring), a permanent
magnet, and a winding (pickup). The ABS ring is rotating with
the vehicle wheel at the same rotational speed. The rotational
motion of the ABS ring in the magnetic field of the permanent
magnet induces a voltage in the winding. This voltage contains
the wheel speed information and is used in conventional ABSs
to estimate the wheel rotational speed.

The magnetic flux in the proximity of the ABS sensor
winding can be modeled as follows:

ϕm = ϕ0 sin(nθ) (1)

where ϕ0 is the constant flux produced by the permanent
magnet of the ABS sensor, n is the number of teeth in the

ABS ring, and θ is the position of the ABS ring. According
to Faraday’s law, the EMF induced on the winding can be
calculated as

VABS =N
dϕm

dt

=Nϕ0
d(nθ)

dt
cos(nθ)

=Nϕ0nω cos(nθ) (2)

where N is the number of coils in the winding and is the
angular velocity of the ABS ring. Although (2) shows that both
amplitude and frequency of the ABS sensor output voltage are
directly proportional to the rotational speed of the ABS ring,
the frequency information is commonly used for wheel speed
measurement. As such, for comparison purposes, we have also
used the frequency method in our experiments to calculate the
wheel speed from the ABS sensor output.

We will show (theoretically in Section III and experimentally
in Section IV) that the general form of a conventional ABS
sensor output voltage, modeled by (2), is identical to BLDC-
motor back EMF. This is an important step in making the ABS
sensor redundant for the design of sensorless ABS for brushless
in-wheel EVs.

III. IN-WHEEL DESIGN WITH BRUSHLESS PROPULSION

In-wheel EVs are designed based on the idea of transferring
the propulsion system of the vehicle to its wheels. An assembly
that includes a separate electric motor as its propulsion system,
as well as other important components such as a frictional brake
and a suspension spring, is called an in-wheel hub. Electric
motors of the in-wheel hubs are desired to have high efficiency,
small size, and low maintenance requirements. Permanent-
magnet brushless (PMBL) motors possess these characteristics
and are predominantly employed in in-wheel hubs.

Permanent-magnet synchronous motors (PMSMs) and
BLDC motors are two types of PMBL machines that have the
same construction. The required magnetic fields of both ma-
chines are generated by the rotors having permanent magnets,
and their armature windings, which are connected to three-
phase voltage sources, are located on their stators [20]. The
PMSM is fed by a three-phase sinusoidal voltage, whereas the
BLDC motor is connected to a dc-chopped three-phase voltage
source. Although the back-EMF shapes in PMSMs and BLDC
motors are different when those are driven, the back EMF of
both machines as generators are sinusoidal shape voltages. In
this paper, we use the back EMF of the brushless machine in
the generator mode, and the focus is on the BLDC machine
back EMF in the regenerative mode of operation henceforth.

A BLDC motor consists of a PMSM, a position sensor (Hall-
effect sensors), and an inverter that electronically implements
the commutation for the motor [21]. An electronically commu-
tated BLDC motor is shown in Fig. 2.

The equivalent circuit of phase A of the BLDC machine
(see Fig. 2) is shown in Fig. 3. Base on this model, the voltage
of phase A can be expressed as

VA = RAIA + LA
dl

dt
+ eA (3)
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Fig. 2. Electronically commutated BLDC motor.

Fig. 3. Equivalent circuit of BLDC machine (phase A).

where RA and LA are the equivalent resistance and inductance
of the stator phase winding, IA is the current flowing in
phase A, and eA is the back EMF of this phase.

The back-EMF voltage of the phase A of a BLDC machine
can be expressed as

eA = Kωe cos θe (4)

where ωe and θe are the electrical velocity and position of
the rotor, and K is a constant. Equation (4) shows that the
amplitude of the back EMF increases as the speed increases.
This is similar to the relationship between the amplitude of the
ABS sensor output and the wheel rotational speed. The rotor
electrical position (θe) is related to the mechanical position
(θm) by

θe = Npθm (5)

where Np is the number of pole pairs of the rotor. Equations (4)
and (5) show that the back-EMF signal completes Np cycles per
each complete rotation of the BLDC rotor. This is similar to the
relationship between voltage and frequency of the ABS sensor
signal shown in (2).

In the succeeding section, we introduce an intelligent sensor-
less ABS that exploits the information contained in the BLDC-
back-EMF signal to eliminate the need to install separate ABS
sensors in BLDC driven in-wheel EVs.

IV. INTELLIGENT SENSORLESS ABS

The term “sensorless” in BLDC-motor control literature is
often used to denote the motor position/speed control methods
that do not require a separate position/speed sensor. A technical
review of position and speed sensorless control methods of

BLDC motors is given in [22]. Sensorless control techniques
have also been applied to brushless-motor-driven EVs. For
example, a hybrid sliding-mode control method of BLDC-
motor-driven EVs was proposed in [15]. Despite the fact that
the motivations behind both sensorless control and sensor-
less wheel speed measurement for ABS are similar (i.e., to
eliminate the need for position/speed sensors), their operations
are very different. The BLDC-motor sensorless control meth-
ods exploit the back EMF to estimate “current commutation
points” in motor operation mode. The sensorless ABS is how-
ever intended to provide continuous wheel speed estimation
during ABS activation when the BLDC is operating as a
generator.

The idea of eliminating the ABS sensor stems from the
fact that ABS sensors used in conventional ABSs have several
disadvantages. The ABS ring, which is the most important
component of the ABS sensor, is relatively bulky and makes
dimensions of the sensor larger than typical sensors. As it
was mentioned earlier, several components (such as propulsion,
suspension, and braking systems) should be integrated inside a
limited space of the in-wheel hub. As such, omitting the ABS
sensor saves critical space for a better in-wheel design. The
ABS ring is also vulnerable to dust and corrosion, as well as
wheel hub inspection or repair procedures. The ABS sensor
output is sensitive to the gap space between the ABS rings and
the permanent magnet of the sensor. This space is hard to adjust,
and a slight misalignment of this space influences the sensor’s
output. Additional wiring is also required for transmitting the
output signal to the ABS controller. This signal can also be
influenced by external disturbances. In contrast to conventional
vehicles, for which the current generation of ABS sensors is
designed, the existence of a powerful electric motor in hubs
of EVs means that a significant source of disturbance, which
can distort the ABS signal and deteriorate its performance, is
unavoidable. ABS speed measurements are also susceptible to
mechanical faults in the wheel bearing assembly and electrical
faults such as occurrences of open/short circuit and change of
wire resistance [13].

The sensorless ABS design for in-wheel EVs is one way
to address the above issues. It should also be noted that the
assembly, inspection, and maintenance of in-wheel hubs are
more complex and time-consuming compared with traditional
wheel hubs. The sensorless ABS simplifies the inspection and
maintenance procedures of the in-wheel EVs and reduces the
final price and on-going maintenance costs of the vehicle [13].

An important step in making the ABS sensor redundant is
to find a way to estimate the wheel speed from other available
signals in the in-wheel hub. We earlier argued that the output
voltage of the ABS sensor is similar to the back-EMF voltage of
the brushless generators. In addition, the regenerative braking
torque is commonly disengaged during activation of ABS [10].
This means that, during the activation of ABS, all phases
(including phase A of the BLDC machine shown in Fig. 2)
are open circuited and the current in each phase is zero
(e.g., IA = 0 in phase A). As such, (3) for ABS activation can
be simplified to

VA = eA. (6)
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Fig. 4. Comparison between a 48-tooth ABS sensor (made by Repco
Ltd.) output and BLDC motor (with eight-pole pair) back EMF.

Equation (6) shows that the voltage of phase A is equal to the
BLDC back EMF and it would be possible to use the voltage of
phase A to estimate the wheel speed.

To show the similarity of the BLDC back-EMF and ABS
sensor signals, we conducted an experiment in which the ABS
ring of a commercial ABS sensor was connected to the rotor
of a BLDC motor. The output of the ABS sensor and the
back EMF of the connected BLDC machine were recorded
and compared. An output voltage of a commercial ABS sensor
(with 48 teeth) while it is connected to the rotor of a BLDC
motor (with eight pole pairs) is shown in Fig. 4. The figure
shows that the magnitude and the frequency of both signals
would generally increase as the wheel speed increases.

We showed earlier section that both the magnitude and the
frequency of output voltages of the ABS sensor and the BLDC
machine are directly proportional to the wheel speed. It was
also mentioned that wheel speed measurement from the output
of the ABS sensor is currently based on calculation of the fre-
quency of this signal (the frequency method). The measurement
resolution of ABS sensor is related to the number of teeth in
the ABS ring (typically 48 teeth). Although the same frequency
method can also be applied to the BLDC back-EMF voltage
to measure the wheel speed during ABS activation, the BLDC
machine integrated in the in-wheel hub must have enough pole
pairs (at least 24 pole pairs) to provide the same measurement
accuracy and resolution compared with the ABS sensor.

To overcome the above restriction, we propose to use the
amplitude of the BLDC-back-EMF signal and developed an
algorithm (see Section VI for details) that uses this source of
information to estimate the wheel speed during ABS activation.
Our experiments (see Section VI) also confirmed that wheel
speed estimation by using the amplitude method can alleviate
the constraint on the number of pole pairs down to only two pole
pairs, where the wheel speed measurement accuracy is almost
comparable to ABS sensor measurements. We also show that
the accuracy of the amplitude method significantly increases

for BLDC machines with more than two pole pairs (which is
not possible using the standard frequency method for BLDC
motors).

A review of the research literature of the last decade suggests
that, in practice, it is both common and important to devise
additional signal processing algorithms to compensate for the
deteriorating effect of noise on the ABS sensor accuracy. For
instance, the importance of accurate wheel speed estimation
in the ABS was investigated in [13] and [23]. The authors
studied the performance of a practical bang-bang (on/off) ABS
controller in the presence of noisy wheel speed measurements.
Their analysis showed that the stopping distance of the vehicle
significantly increases as the power of noise on the wheel speed
estimation increases. As such, it is important to increase the
accuracy of wheel speed estimation for optimum performance
of the ABS. Moreover, several attempts have been made to
improve the existing wheel-speed-sensor measurements using
advanced signal processing methods. In [24], an adaptive line
enhancer (ALE) based on an adaptive algorithm was used to
improve the response of a wheel speed sensor. A frequency-
domain least-mean-square adaptive filter was also used to can-
cel noise in a wheel speed sensor, and the experiment results
showed that it is important to use digital signal processing
methods in the presence of noise [25]. In [26], a prediction
algorithm based on a second-order polynomial curve fitting
algorithm was proposed to estimate the wheel speed signal.

Although our experimental results showed that the amplitude
method was able to estimate the wheel speed with accuracy
rates comparable to the ABS sensor measurement, the required
accuracy for a low number of pole pairs (two pole pairs) could
not have been guaranteed. To ensure the attainment of required
accuracy, an intelligent sensorless ABS using the wavelet signal
processing method is also developed. The word intelligent here
signifies the fact that the proposed system would improve the
ABS performance by both increasing the wheel speed measure-
ment accuracy and conducting road identification to keep the
ABS in its stable region. Road identification is an important and
challenging issue for optimum performance of ABSs (see [11],
[13] and references therein). The braking process on roads with
different surface conditions (such as dry or icy) results in dif-
ferent features in the BLDC-back-EMF signal of the in-wheel
hub. These features can be extracted by CWT of the back-EMF
signal during ABS activation for road identification purposes.

A. Robustness and Reliability

An important advantage of using BLDC motors stems from
the fact that the availability of three separate back-EMF signals
can be exploited to improve the robustness and reliability of
the proposed sensorless ABS. It should be noted that this
opportunity is not available for brushed-motor in-wheel EVs
because brushed dc motors have only one phase.

Since ABS sensors in a vehicle use separate windings and
wirings for transmission of their output signals to the ABS
controllers, their output voltages are susceptible to system faults
and disturbances. A common fault in ABS sensors is the short
circuit fault by which the wheel speed feedback is completely
lost. As a result, the ABS control system will be forced to
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operate in an open-loop mode, and the vehicle’s ABS would
be deactivated as there is no alternative source of information
to provide redundancy.

On the contrary, the speed information for the sensorless
ABS for BLDC-motor in-wheel EV is readily available in
each of the three separate phases of the BLDC machine. This
means that the information carried by each phase can be used
as a separate ABS sensor measurement. This redundancy can
be effectively used to improve the robustness and reliability
of the sensorless ABS for in-wheel EVs. Simple aggregation
operators such as mean or median can be easily implemented in
the measurement system of the sensorless ABS to address the
robustness and reliability issues.

If a conventional ABS sensor was short-circuited, there
would be no substitute source of speed information and ABS
would not work. However, even if one phase of BLDC is short-
circuited, the implementation of a simple aggregation operator
can still provide speed measurement. To study this situation, we
conducted several experiments and tested the performance of
simple aggregation operators. The results of these experiments
are outlined in Section VI.

V. BACK-EMF ANALYSIS BY WAVELETS

To attain the required ABS performance mentioned earlier,
we propose to use back-EMF processing techniques based on
discrete and CWTs. We show that these techniques provide the
required wheel speed estimation accuracy and road identifica-
tion ability.

A. Accurate Wheel Speed Estimation Using DWT

The discrete wavelet transform (DWT) of a discrete signal is
given by

DWT[j, k] =
∑
n

x[n]h∗
j [n− 2jk] (7)

where n represent sample points of the signal, and j and k
(j ∈ N, k ∈ Z) are scale and shift parameters, respectively.
DWT uses a dyadic time–frequency decomposition struc-
ture that provides low- and high-frequency components of a
given signal at each decomposition level. The low- and high-
frequency components are referred to as approximations Ai and
details Di at level i, respectively (see Fig. 5). While approxi-
mations of a given signal represent the smooth variations, the
details are related to abrupt changes in the signal.

The proposed amplitude method in Section IV is able to
provide wheel speed estimation using the BLDC back EMF
during ABS activation. However, the wheel speed accuracy
obtained by using this method deteriorates for BLDC motors
with a very low number of pole pairs (e.g., two pole pairs).
Our experiments, detailed in Section VI, showed that the wheel
speed signal (achieved by the amplitude method) for a BLDC
with two pole pairs has a higher frequency content compared
with its counterpart signal for a BLDC motor with eight pole
pairs. This high frequency content contains abrupt changes that
degrade the accuracy of wheel speed estimations for BLDC
motors with a low number of pole pairs.

Fig. 5. Implementation structure of DWT.

To improve the accuracy of wheel speed estimations for
BLDC motors with a low number of pole pairs, we propose to
decompose the wheel speed signal achieved by the amplitude
method by using the DWT decomposition with a structure that
is shown in Fig. 5. The proposed technique based on DWT
identifies the low-frequency component (approximations) that
contains accurate wheel speed estimations. In our experiments,
shown in Section VI, we observed that the wheel speed estima-
tion error significantly decreases by using the approximations
of the inaccurate wheel speed estimation (by the amplitude
method) at level 7 A7, for a BLDC motor with a low number of
(only two) pole pairs.

B. Road Identification Using CWT

The CWT of signal x(t) is given by

CWT(a, b) =
1√
a

+∞∫
−∞

x(t)ψ∗
(
t− a

b

)
dt (8)

where ψ∗(t) is a complex conjugate of a wavelet function, and
a and b are scale and shift values, respectively. Unlike DWT,
the scale and shift parameters in the CWT are real values. This
enables an effective time–frequency representation of a signal
that can be used for local feature extraction.

The implementation detail of our proposed CWT-based fea-
ture extraction algorithm for road identification is as follows.
The first step is to compute the CWT of the BLDC-back-EMF
signal using the Morlet wavelet. We then define and use the
following energy index to distinguish between different road
conditions:

Energy_Index(n) =

√√√√ n∑
i=1

20∑
s=2

Coefi(s)2 (9)

where n represent the sample points of the BLDC-back-EMF
signal and s, and Coefi are CWT scales and coefficients,
respectively. Our experiments, presented in Section VI, showed
that the road condition features can be extracted by calculating
the above energy index for BLDC back EMF. Our experiments
also showed that the above energy index for road identifica-
tion is an appropriate measure for road identification purposes
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Fig. 6. Standard ABS setup (made by Inteco) for frictional brakes [27].

because its values are significantly higher for slippery roads
(e.g., icy or oily roads) compared with roads with higher friction
coefficients (e.g., dry asphalt). For this reason, we use the above
energy index for road identification during ABS activation.

VI. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A. Experimental Setup

To investigate the feasibility of developing sensorless ABS
for brushless in-wheel EVs, we modified a commonly used
experimental ABS test rig [27], which is shown in Fig. 6, to
include different BLDC motors (with a different number of pole
pairs) representing the propulsion system of the vehicle. The
standard test rig is originally designed to test the performance of
ABS for frictional brakes and includes two wheels that simulate
the car wheel motion and the relative motion of the vehicle by
the upper and lower wheels, respectively.

A typical experiment with the ABS test rig starts by bringing
both the upper and lower wheels to a predefined initial speed,
which is the vehicle wheel speed at the start of the braking
phase. For this purpose, a driving motor is coupled to the lower
wheel to achieve the desired velocity. When the speed of the
upper wheel (car wheel) reaches a predefined value (initial
speed of the braking phase), the driving motor is switched off,
and the braking phase starts. The braking mechanism in this
test rig is based on using a disk brake, which is mounted on
the upper wheel. The ABS of this test rig uses the on/off (bang-
bang) controller to avoid locking of the upper wheel. Rotational
velocities of both wheels are measured by using two highly
accurate optical encoders.

In addition to modifying the above standard ABS test rig
to include two different BLDC motors (with two and eight
pole pairs), a commercial ABS sensor (used in many sedan
vehicles, made by Repco) was also coupled to the upper wheel
to compare the result of sensorless wheel speed measurement
with a commonly used commercial ABS sensor (see Fig. 7).

Sensorless wheel speed estimation of dc-motor-driven in-
wheel EVs was studied in [13]. To compare the results of
BLDC with dc-motor speed estimation during activation of
ABS, a dc motor was also connected to the upper wheel shaft.
With the above modifications, wheel speed can be estimated

Fig. 7. Installation details of the modified ABS test rig for realizing the
sensorless ABS.

Fig. 8. Typical reference wheel speed measurements by optical en-
coder during a complete experiment.

and compared using four different methods: BLDC sensorless
ABS, permanent-magnet dc sensorless ABS, commercial ABS
sensor, and the test rig optical encoders (as the reference
measurements). The juxtaposition of the added hardware on the
test rig is shown in Fig. 7.

B. Results and Discussion

The reference wheel speed provided by the optical encoder
before and after ABS activation in an experiment where the
ABS is activated at around 900 RPM, and its corresponding
ABS sensor output are shown in Figs. 8 and 9. The wheel speed
measurements (during ABS activation) from the ABS sensor
output (using the standard frequency method [13]) is depicted
in Fig. 10. We will refer to the above wheel speed measurements
as ABS sensor measurements henceforth.
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Fig. 9. Unprocessed output of ABS sensor corresponding to Fig. 8.

Fig. 10. Comparison between ABS sensor measurements and refer-
ence (optical encoder) measurements during ABS activation.

To compare the accuracy of different wheel speed measure-
ment methods, we calculated the mean absolute error (MAE)
and the RMSE indexes for measurement results of those tech-
niques. Mean absolute error (MAE) is defined as

MAE =

n∑
i=1

|Sig(i)− Ref(i)|

n
(10)

where n is the number of sample points and Sig(i) and Ref(i)
denote the measured values for the ith sample point provided
by the chosen technique and reference measurement. The other
error index, i.e., RMSE, which emphasizes the importance of
larger errors, is defined in (11). The MAE and RMSE values
for ABS measurements during ABS activation are calculated to
be 70.6 and 127.2, respectively,

RMSE =

√√√√
n∑

i=1

(Sig(i)− Ref(i))2

n
(11)

Fig. 11. BLDC Back EMF (with eight pole pairs) corresponding
to Fig. 8.

Fig. 12. Top: Reference (optical encoder) measurements. Bottom:
Absolute values of the back-EMF signal shown in Fig. 11.

1) Amplitude Method: The back EMF of a BLDC machine
(with eight pole pairs) corresponding to Fig. 8 is shown in
Fig. 11. In order to show that the wheel speed can be estimated
from the amplitude of the BLDC back EMF, the absolute values
of the amplitudes of the back-EMF signal shown in Fig. 11 are
likewise plotted in Fig. 12. This figure shows that there is a high
correlation between the absolute values of the BLDC-back-
EMF signal and reference measurements. The signal shown in
the bottom part of Fig. 12 (which is referred to as the amplitude
signal hereafter) has a higher frequency content compared with
the reference signal (top part of Fig. 12). We propose to use
local maxima of the amplitude signal to generate a smoother
signal with a lower frequency content (similar to the reference
wheel speed signal). A local maximum is defined as a data
sample of the amplitude signal that is larger than its neighboring
values (immediate neighbors). The combination of peak detec-
tion (that identifies those local maximums) and extrapolation
algorithms was then used to reconstruct the wheel speed signal.
Result of applying the peak detection and extrapolation algo-
rithms on the amplitude signal shown in Fig. 12 is shown in
Fig. 13 (which is referred to as the “peak signal” hereafter).

The MAE and RMSE values for the wheel speed estimation
using the amplitude method (see Fig. 13) are 29.5 and 57.5,
respectively. These results show that the MAE and RMSE of
the amplitude method are 58.2% and 54.8% lower than their
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Fig. 13. Peak signal (wheel speed estimations using the amplitude
method) corresponding to the amplitude signal shown in Fig. 12.

Fig. 14. Wheel speed estimation from EMF of a BLDC with only two
pole pairs using the DWT method.

corresponding values for the ABS sensor measurements. The
results of calculating the MAE and RMSE values for numerous
experiments (with different road conditions and initial speeds
for the start of the braking phase) showed that the accuracy of
wheel speed estimation using the amplitude method are always
significantly higher than the accuracy of ABS sensor measure-
ments. It should however be noted that the full validation of
the proposed sensorless ABS for a particular type of a vehicle
requires extensive testing on that particular model.

2) DWT Method: To ensure that better wheel speed estima-
tion accuracy, compared with those produced by the commer-
cial ABS sensor, is always achieved (particularly, for BLDC
motors with a low number of pole pairs), a more sophisticated
method based on using DWT (the DWT method described in
Section V) was used. Fig. 14 shows that the DWT method
successfully extracts the underlying smooth wheel speed signal
from the speed measurements by the amplitude method for a
BLDC with only two pole pairs.

Fig. 15. Result of aggregating wheel speed measurements (using the
amplitude method) by median operator.

It is important to choose a suitable wavelet shape in
this method. To this end, we investigated different wavelet
shapes (Haar, db2-db10, sym2-sym8, coif1-5, bior1.1-bior6.8,
rbio1.1-rbio6.8, and dmey wavelets), and the dmey wavelet
extracted the most similar underlying wheel speed signal, as
shown in Fig. 14. The results of calculating MAE and RMSE
values for the wheel speed estimation (see Fig. 14) by using
the DWT method showed that the method’s accuracy is signif-
icantly higher compared with that of ABS sensor (MAE and
RMSE values decrease 34% and 48%, respectively).

3) Robustness and Reliability: To study the robustness
and reliability of the proposed sensorless system, we conducted
a few experiments by assuming that a phase of the BLDC motor
is short-circuited while a simple (e.g., median) aggregation
operator is implemented. Experimental results showed that
accuracy of the aggregated results using the median operator
is still higher than the accuracy of ABS sensor measurements
even when there is a fault.

Fig. 15 shows the result of aggregating wheel speed measure-
ments (using the amplitude method) by median operator, where
phase one of the BLDC is short-circuited. The figure shows that
the (mean of) error for the aggregated result (16 r/min) is 77%
less than that of ABS sensor measurements (71 RPM), despite
the fact that phase one of the BLDC is short-circuited.

4) Comparison Between Sensorless Wheel Speed Es-
timation for BLDC and DC Motors: Wheel speed estimation
from dc-motor back EMF corresponding to Fig. 10 are shown
in Fig. 16. The RMSE values were approximately the same
for both brushed and brushless motors. However, the MAE
value for brushed dc motor was calculated to be 7% higher
compared with that of BLDC-motor back-EMF speed measure-
ment, which shows that wheel speed estimation for the BLDC
with eight pole pairs (using the amplitude method) is more
accurate compared with the dc-motor back-EMF wheel speed
measurement.

As it was shown in [13], the back EMF in the dc motor is
linearly related to its armature speed, and this relationship sim-
plifies sensorless wheel speed estimation for ABS for dc-driven
in-wheel EVs. In practice, however, the back-EMF noise, which
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Fig. 16. DC-motor back-EMF speed measurement.

Fig. 17. Energy index for different road conditions and initial speeds.

is produced by brushes in the dc machine, degrades the wheel
speed estimation accuracy. On the contrary, the BLDC motor
does not have mechanical brushes, and as such, BLDC back
EMF is less noisy compared with that of the dc motor. For this
reason, the proposed amplitude method for sensorless wheel
speed estimation of BLDC motors was expected to produce
better accuracy compared with dc motors.

5) Road Identification Using the CWT Method: To val-
idate the proposed road identification method, outlined in Sec-
tion V, we carried out several experiments with two different
road conditions (slippery road and dry road) to produce real
BLDC-back-EMF signals during ABS activation. We covered
road surface with oil in our experiments to create slippery road
condition. The back-EMF signals (related to dry and slippery
road condition) were captured and analyzed with different
continuous wavelets. The wavelet shape is important in road
identification using (9), and our experiments showed that the
Morlet wavelet is the most suitable wavelet for this purpose.
Fig. 17 shows the calculated energy index [defined in (9)]
in different experiments (with different road conditions and
different initial speed for the start of the braking phase), using
the Morlet wavelet. The results show that the proposed energy
index is sensitive to road conditions as its value significantly
increases for slippery road compared with dry road and can be
used for road identification purposes.

VII. CONCLUSION

Brushless motors are currently the dominant choice for
the propulsion system of in-wheel EVs. We showed that the
back-EMF signal of brushless in-wheel hubs can be exploited
to simplify their ABS arrangement. The proposed innovative
design reduces the final and ongoing maintenance costs of
the vehicle by eliminating the need to install separate ABS
sensors. Our experiments showed that the proposed intelligent
sensorless ABS is able to produce accurate wheel speed estima-
tion and perform road identification, which both significantly
contribute to the ABS performance. We conducted a number
of experiments with different road conditions and showed that
the accuracy of the proposed method is higher than that of
commercial ABS sensors; hence, the need for a separate sensor
can be eliminated. Specifically, experimental results show that
the sensorless wheel speed measurement accuracy of a BLDC
motor with eight pole pairs is approximately 50% better than
the ones produced by the commercial ABS sensor. Those results
also show that the measurement accuracy for motors with a very
low number of pole pairs (e.g., only two pole pairs) is still ap-
proximately 40% better than the commercial sensors when the
DWT method is applied. The robustness of the sensorless ABS
for BLDC was also compared with that of conventional ABS,
and the results showed that the robustness was significantly
improved by implementing simple aggregation operators on
wheel speed information obtained from three phases of BLDC.
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