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Behavioral Characteristics of Copepods That Affect Their Suitability as Food

for Larval Fishes
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CONCLUSION

While the ease of establishing highly productive
cultures will be the main factor affecting the
choice of copepod species to act as food for rear-
ing of marine fish larvae, an awareness of the
physical and behavioral characteristics of cope-
pods that affect their ability to avoid predation, as
well as environmental factors that reduce the ef-
fectiveness of antipredator characteristics, may
lead to enhanced feeding rates of fish larvae and
improved survival and growth. Copepod species
from harsh or temporary environments may have
wide environmental tolerances and lack sophisti-
cated antipredator adaptations. Environmental
conditions in larval rearing tanks may also be
optimized in terms of lighting that provides high-
contrast images of zooplankton and water circula-
tion to provide enough turbulence to both in-
crease encounter rates and deter escape responses
of prey. These modifications may defeat some
predator avoidance adaptations in copepods and
enhance feeding rates of larvae.
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