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IMPORTANCE OF PHILOSOPHY IN THE CONDUCT OF EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
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Conclusion

Educational research is seen in essence to be empirical and thus located in such theoretical disciplines as
sociology, psychology, politics, philosophy. Education departments in universities, therefore, contain researchers in
these areas who apply heir knowledge to educational policy and practice. The argument of this paper, however, is
that much of that research, though to be drawn upon where relevant by policy makers and practitioners, is to be
criticised for its lack of philosophical thinking in two important respects.

The first is that what often seem to be straightforward empirical matters are, upon investigation, not so. It all
depends on what you mean.
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