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The Economics of Horticultural Therapy: A European Perspective
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CONCLUDING REMARKS

Over the past decade, supports for health-care have come under pressure in
European countries as costs have risen. This situation has increased interest in the net
benefits of care programs. Preliminary research reveals that therapeutic programs based
on agriculture may be profitable for the enterprise and society.

A new type of agricultural enterprise, the ‘care’ or ‘sheltered’ farm, is spreading in
many European countries such as. Belgium, England, France, Italy, The Netherlands,
Norway and Slovenia. The social care farming conjugate the traditional productive
function with the provision of different types of health and care services.
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