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Site index, site quality, and foliar nutrients of trembling aspen: relationships and predictions
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Conclusions

Within the northern boreal region in British Columbia.
trembling aspen site index significantly varied with indirect
measures of regional climate. i.e.. latitude and elevation.
With changes in aspect. site index was greater on warm-
aspect than on cool-aspect slopes. Slope position was an im-
portant determinant for trembling aspen site index. Site
index also varied with field-estimated available soil moisture
and nutrient conditions. It was correlated with several mea-
sured soil physical and chemical properties as well as foliar
nutrients. Nitrogen was the most important nutrient to trem-
bling aspen height growth. as site index was highly related
to tN concentration in the forest floor. mineral soil. and fo-
liage. More productive sites had a thicker forest floor and a
less acid forest floor and mineral soil. Site index was also
correlated with several other measured nutrients in the forest
floor. mineral soil. and foliage.
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