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Conclusions
The present case deals with a rapid and complete
response, extensively supported by imaging and by the
evaluation of tumour markers, likely occurred in a

patient with advanced HCC (BCLC stage C) treated
with sorafenib.
The efficacy of sorafenib in this tumour has already

been demonstrated in two pivotal multicentre phase III
placebo-controlled clinical trials. The first one (SHARP
study), which accrued more than 600 patients with
advanced HCC with cirrhosis (Child Pugh A) not pre-
viously treated with any systemic therapy, for the first
time showed an advantage in terms of overall survival
in patients with advanced HCC. Among patients trea-
ted with sorafenib, however, only seven (2%) were con-
sidered responders according to RECIST criteria and
no complete response was recorded [6]. Similar con-
siderations can be made as far as the second phase III
clinical study carried out in the Asia Pacific Area is
concerned [7].
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