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4.2. Effects of timing

The effects of saline irrigation at different growth stages were
due to variation in both the timing of saline irrigation and the
annual irrigation salt load. The confounding effect of differences
in the annual salt loads was removed by normalising the data. This
consisted of calculating the quotient of the difference between the
3-season means of the parameter value in the saline and control
treatments, and the difference between the 3-season means of the
volume-weighted salinity of received water in the saline and con-
trol treatments. The resulting values indicate the rate of change in
the parameter per unit increase in the annual salt load (Table 3).
Normalised data shows that the timing of saline irrigation had
strong effects on growth and tissue composition.
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