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Restoration and Rehabilitation of Degraded Ecosystems in Arid and Semi-Arid Lands. I.

A View from the Sout
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Conclusion

As W. M. Schaffer (1985) pointed out, ecologists will
probably never be able to write down the complete
governing equations for the order in chaos that is any
natural system. Experimental restoration and rehabili-
tation projects do, however, offer excellent opportuni-
ties for the elucidation of structural and functional dy-
namics of ecological systems. Our hypotheses will be
difficult to test. We have included them here to stimu-
late discussion and empirical tests. Being rather simple
and extensive, ASAL ecosystems and their biota seem
ideal for such tests.
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