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Nursing unit teams matter: Impact of unit-level nurse practice environment, nurse work
characteristics, and burnout on nurse reported job outcomes, and quality of care, and patient

adverse events—A cross-sectional survey
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2. Methods

This cross-sectional study was conducted in one 700-
bed general hospital and one 600-bed university hospital
in the Dutch speaking part of Belgium (Flanders), as well as
in one hospital group comprised of six hospitals (number
of beds ranged from 125 to 320) in the French speaking
part of Belgium (Wallonia). The studied participants were
registered nurses working in a direct-care nursing unit:
medical and surgical units, intensive care and medium care
units, emergency room (ER), operation theatre (OR) and
post anaesthetic care units (PACU). Nurses working in both
adult and paediatric care settings were included. The total
study sample was 1201 nurses (response rate 56.5%) of 116
units. We selected 96 units for further analyses with > 30%
unit response rate (range from 30% to 100%; 4-37
respondents per unit). This resulted in a study sample of
1108 nurses.
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