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Conducting Hermeneutic Research:The
Address of the Topic
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The Substance of a Topic

What constitutes a topic? In practice professions. such as nursing. social work. psychology. and
education, topics are often grounded in the field of practice. They have a place. a geographical
territory so to speak, in which they dwell. For example. a psychologist might be struck by the
notion of shame in eating disorders. a nurse by the experiences of having nursed children who
sometimes die. an educator by the coding and naming of “slow learners.” or a social worker by
the 1ssue of child abuse. Practitioners suffer these things in their practice.
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