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ALTERATIONS OF SEXUAL FUNCTION IN WOMEN WITH CANCER
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FEMALE SEXUAL DYSFUNCTION AND EVALUATION

U nlike many other physiological side effects of
cancer treatment, sexual changes do not nec-
essarily improve over time, and may even increase
in severity.”>** Treatments that helped patients
survive can cause physical and psychological diffi-
culties including problems with sexuality and
body image.>>2° There are temporary changes

such as alopecia or weight loss that affect sexual-
ity, as well as permanent changes such as scarring
or loss of a body part that can cause sexual dys-
function.®® Carelle et al®' found that female pa-
tients ranked body image among the most severe
side effects of chemotherapy treatment and placed
more emphasis on appearance and sexuality re-
lated side effects than did males. Additionally,
Schover et al*® found that the more types of can-
cer treatments a woman has, the more likely she
is to have sexual dysfunction.
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