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External validation of the Ottawa subarachnoid hemorrhage clinical

decision rule in patients with acute headache
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2.2. Study setting and population

All patients older than 15 years with nontraumatic headache were
potentially eligible. Inclusion and exclusion criteria were determined
before data collection and were based on the original study by Perry
et al [7]. Potentially eligible patients had a headache determined to be
sudden in onset, reaching maximal intensity within 1 hour. Patients
with head trauma within 7 days; new neurologic deficits; and any
prior history of cerebral aneurysm, SAH, hydrocephalus, cerebral neo-
plasm, or established recurrent headache syndromes were excluded.
Criteria for inclusion and exclusion as well as a coding guide to maintain
the uniformity of data abstraction and decrease the risk of introducing
bias in the process of patient selection were defined a priori and applied
by trained, closely supervised data abstractors (Appendix A).
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