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2. The Development of Information Society and Economic Growth

The usage of ICT is one of the main drivers of change within society and business for more than a decade. An
inclusive European information society is one of the priorities of the strategic EU framework 12010 — a European
Information Society for growth and employment as well as one of the pillars in Digital Agenda — the flagship
initiative under the Europe 2020 strategy to deliver smart, sustainable and inclusive growth.

There are several indicators that characterize the development of information society, such as percentage of
individuals using the Internet, number of households with Internet access and number of households with broadband
access. The economic development, however, is characterized by both gross domestic product (GDP) and national
competitiveness.

The Global Competitiveness Report 2012 — 2013 allocates countries (economies) into three stages of
development: 1st stage - factor-driven economies; 2nd stage - efficiency-driven economies; 3rd stage - innovation-
driven economies. Any countries falling in between two of the three stages are considered to be in transition.
(Schwab, 2012)
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