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2. Background

This section provides some background information on the topics
that play an important role in this paper. First, we discuss the Web
page annotation topic and then we give an introduction to online
product search related topics. Further, we provide justifications for
the choices we have made in this paper.

2.1. The Semantic Web

The Semantic Web is an extension to the current Web that adds
semantics to the Web data. Nowadays Web pages are human-
readable and human-understandable, but the information on these
pages is not understandable by machines. For instance, when some-
one states on his personal home page that he works for Philips then
this statement is understandable for a human, but for a machine it
is just another sequence of characters. Furthermore, it is not clear
for the machine that the page actually describes a person and that
Philips is a company.
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