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2 Does High Fertility Affect Low-income Countries’ Prospects for
Economic Growth and Poverty Reduction? The Debates

Since the 1960s, economists have taken very different positions on the implications of population
dynamics for economic growth. Many of these differences, as discussed below, have been driven by
different analytical approaches. For example, some studies have focused on the projected trajectory of a
single country while others have done cross-country regressions where it is difficult to control for
differences in the policy and governance settings. And over the decades analytical techniques have
evolved, yielding different results.

At bottom, there is little fundamental disagreement on the issue. There is broad consensus that policy
settings that support growth are the key drivers of economic growth, while population size and structure
play an important secondary role in facilitating or hindering economic growth.
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