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INTRODUCTION

The energy consumption of an economy is affected
by many factors: the climate, living standards, national
income, different consumption patterns, furthermore the
structural change. The literature analyzing the structural
change mainly examines the sectors’ relative weight
alteration and the relationship of economic growth and
restructuring within the manufacturing industry (e.g.
Szalavetz, 2003). The subject of this paper is to identify
the factors which affect the changes in energy intensity
after the change of regime in East-Central Europe (Czech
Republic, Slovakia, Slovenia, Poland and Hungary).
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