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A new enemy at the gate:

Tackling Iran's water super-crisis by way of a transition from government to governance
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I Introduction

The archaeologist Ali Alizadeh (2001: 60) has
argued that ‘in two periods, Middle lllam and
the Sasanian Dynasty, enemies were able to
occupy Iran thanks to the sterility of the land’
(trans. from Farsi). History, we will argue, is
being repeated once more, but this time both
the enemy and the method of conquest are
different. The new enemy, we contend, is
modernity, and the method of conquest is by
way of the ever-proliferating social problems
that stem from the changes in the quantity
and quality of water that have resulted from a
development process that has been driven by
‘government’ rather than ‘governance’ (we
will explain the difference in just a moment).
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